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Abstract
This study delves into the impact of conflict on women’s socioeconomic development in Kapede, Tupkana County
from 1900 to 1963. The colonial era marked a period of profound change, as both gkternal fore€s and internal

study investigates the interplay of colonialism and conflict in eroding womert's 1 roles and social status
i n women’s socioeconomic
development, this research contributes to a deeper understandin historical analysis of women’s
socioeconomic development in Kenya. This study reveals that t era and inter-ethnic conflicts,
particularly between the Pokot and Turkana communities, significantly transformed women's roles and social
status. Ultimately, the study emphasizes the importance of taggeted intel ions to support women in conflict-
affected areas, aiming to address both immediate needs an f%g-term socioeconomic development.
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INTRODUCTION

The period spanning 1900 to 1963 marks a pivotal er@in Kénya’s colonial trajectory, defined by extensive political
restructuring, economic exploitation, and sociocultural upheavals. Among the communities most impacted by
these transformations were the Turkana/ang P%t, whose interactions during this time were deeply influenced
not only by the imposition of Britis 8 “ le but also by escalating inter-ethnic hostilities. These hostilities
rooted in longstanding disputes dver\territerial demarcation and resource control intensified under colonial
administration. While scholarl 'ﬁhas extensively addressed the ethnic dimensions of these conflicts, less
scholarly attention has been to" their gendered consequences particularly how protracted conflict
reconfigured the socioec i ) rights, and resilience of women in frontier zones such as Kapedo.

This study, titled The impact"of\Conflict on Women's Socioeconomic Development in Kapedo, Turkana County
(1900-1963), interrégates thgginter-linkages between colonial governance, localized conflict, and gendered
experiences. It ow enduring hostilities between the Turkana and Pokot exacerbated by the colonial
rations, administrative restructuring, and coercive governance disrupted traditional
ificantly altered the economic agency, mobility, and well-being of women. These systemic

socio-economic marginalization.

By centering the historical experiences of women within the broader context of conflict and colonial disruption,
this research contributes to a nuanced understanding of the gendered legacies of violence and systemic inequality
in Kenya’s northern frontier.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Existing scholarly discourse has predominantly focused on economic determinants when examining the limited
socioeconomic advancement of women, particularly in the Global South. While factors such as capital deficiency,
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infrastructural inadequacies, and insufficient entrepreneurial capacities have been widely acknowledged as
barriers to development, these variables alone do not sufficiently explain the persistent underdevelopment of
women in countries with economic structures comparable to Kenya. This discrepancy suggests the presence of
significant non-economic influences that warrant closer academic scrutiny. Among these, ethnic conflict emerges
as a critical yet underexplored dimension affecting women's development trajectories, especially in multi=
societies where such tensions are endemic.

Despite the centrality of ethnic identity in shaping socio-political realities in countries like Ke
remains largely marginalized in mainstream development paradigms. Dominant economi
development models, designed primarily for transforming so-called "third world" societi
overlooked ethnicity as a variable of analytical importance. Instead, academic attention has pgedorhinantly focused
on quantifiable deficiencies such as financial capital, managerial capacity, infrastruc andr’governance
mechanisms. Political science literature has emphasized obstacles such as exclus1 from g@vérnance, weak
democratic institutions, imbalanced power structures, and ineffective political mo|
political and economic progress. Social development analyses have similar itized institutional
underdevelopment, low educational attainment, poor maternal health servi equate housing, often
neglecting the structural influence of ethnic fragmentation.
Although a foundational body of literature acknowledges the relatig
development—particularly the works of Singh (1988) and Premdas (197 1978)—there remains a paucity
of research that rigorously interrogates the nexus between ethni@, conflict and women’s socioeconomic
development. Early sociological inquiries (e.g., Bartels, 1978gRremdas; ) hinted at this linkage but lacked
the sustained empirical engagement necessary for contemporar lication. Furthermore, much of the extant
literature on ethnicity in the Kenyan context has concBhtrated on themes of ethnic discrimination, racial
hierarchies, social stratification, and the political dynami ethnicity (Hintzen, 1989). These studies, while
valuable, seldom address how ethnic conflict directly maped€s women’s access to economic resources, education,
healthcare, and social mobility.

Conversely, there is a considerable volume of rese analyzing Kenya’s post-independence economic policies
and the broader economic patterns of Sub-Saharan Africa—regions characterized by shared colonial histories,
state fragility, and resource-based ecofories#(Erriah, 2011). However, these works have yet to establish a
comprehensive framework connectd ~-% conflict with gender-specific developmental outcomes. This
oversight highlights a significant tHeoraticaltand emplrlcal gap that must be addressed to advance a more nuanced

tween ethnicity and political

understanding of the barriers t en’§ empowerment in ethnically fragmented societies.
Despite its potentially signifi lications, the study of ethnic conflict and its impact on socioeconomic
development remains a e ored area in mainstream academic literature. Traditional development

paradigms have largely emphasized structural constraints—such as insufficient investment, inadequate education
systems, hmlted ess to artsources, under-capitalization, technological deficits, and chronic political
instability—as planations for the developmental stagnation experienced by many countries. While
these factorsjare important, they alone do not capture the complexity of impediments to sustainable
developme y seeks to address this conceptual void by examining how ethnic conflict intersects with
and in soclbeconomic development outcomes, particularly for women in marginalized regions.

On a Bro seate, the ethnic competition model proposed by Olzak (1982) and Nagel (1984) offers a relevant
etlcal framework. These scholars contend that ethnic mobilization should be understood as a rational,
r&ponse to the structural pressures of modernity—namely, the competition over scarce but highly valued
such as employment, income growth, access to credit, housing, education, and market opportunities.
Within this framework, ethnicity becomes both a mobilizing identity and a mechanism through which
marginalized groups vie for state attention and material resources in an increasingly competitive sociopolitical
environment. This model holds significant relevance to the current inquiry into how inter-ethnic conflict
influences the socioeconomic status of women in Kapedo, Turkana County:.

The insights drawn from Olzak and Nagel’s framework inform the conceptual underpinning of this study.
However, notable theoretical and methodological gaps exist between their research and the present inquiry. For
instance, their studies were largely grounded in survey methodologies and quantitative data drawn from the United
States, whereas the current investigation adopts a case study approach that allows for a more nuanced, context-
specific analysis through qualitative and empirical exploration.

€e
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Further scholarly contributions from Europe also underscore the developmental consequences of ethnic conflict.
Young (1993), Stavenhagen (1991), and Smith (1981) collectively argue that the resurgence of ethnic identity and
associated conflicts has disrupted social cohesion and undermined economic planning across several developing
countries, including those in Eastern Europe previously aligned with socialist ideologies. Contrary to assumptions
that socialism had eliminated ethnic divisions, the eruption of ethno-nationalist conflicts in these societi S
demonstrated the enduring power of ethnic identity in shaping social and economic realities.
These European scholars highlight that ethnically driven conflict has not only stalled but in many ¢ rsed
progress toward inclusive development and social transformation. The failure of development s/and
policy architects to incorporate ethnicity as a core analytical variable has left a critical gap i
of impediments to growth and stability. As such, the ethnic dimension must be re-ce
discourse—both as a determinant of inequality and as a factor capable of redirecting nati
exclusion from existing models limits the capacity of policymakers and scholars to fomhulate
and contextually grounded development strategies.
Despite offering critical insights, the existing studies by Young (1981), Stavenhageh(1 , and Smith (1993)
exhibit both temporal and geographical limitations when juxtaposed with the rch. The current study,
conducted between 2022 and 2024, captures emerging socioeconomic @ ical dynamics that were not
prevalent or adequately addressed in the earlier European-based inquirids oral disparity underscores a
theoretical gap, as the contexts in which the earlier studies were developt gr markedly from the realities on
the ground in contemporary Kenya. Furthermore, a geographical diver8ence exists, as the aforementioned studies
focused primarily on post-socialist and Western European settiags, wher is study is firmly situated within the
conflict-prone, marginalized locale of Kapedo in Turkana Count nya.
In the African continent, Ngomba-Roth (2008) document§%a wide yange of intra-state conflicts, including civil
wars in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, and a e Eritrea-Ethiopia border, as well as prolonged
ethnic violence in Sierra Leone, Burundi, Rwanda, S and Nigeria. These conflicts have precipitated extensive
humanitarian crises, including mass displacementywidespgead disease outbreaks, systemic abuse of women and
children, and large-scale loss of life. Crucially, 'su rest has profoundly undermined the social, political, and
economic development of affected states. Within thi§ context, the current study builds upon Ngomba-Roth’s
éltterns of conflict manifest in localized settings, particularly in

findings by focusing specifically on h ch

terms of their gendered impacts. Thegtu ides empirical evidence addressing how conflict disrupts women's
thegeb
trac

development
jectories. Its
ive, equitable,

socioeconomic progress in Kaped filling one of its central objectives.

Kenya’s own ethnic tensions cafi'bg to the colonial era, but they gained greater prominence during the post-
independence Africanization s, particularly in the restructuring of access to land and economic
opportunities formerly he colenial settlers. As noted by Nyukuri and Basasa (1997), the persistence of ethnic
divisions in Kenya has been’exacerbated by competition over scarce resources, mutual suspicion among ethnic
communities, and enchede€ystems of dominance and marginalization. Inter-ethnic violence has occurred
across nearly a es, often intensifying during electoral cycles or in periods of resource scarcity. The
Norwegian Rg ouncil (2004) similarly emphasizes that ethnicity has become a progressively dominant
force in nat ies since independence, framing both local governance structures and national development

strategi
Altho or studies have helped lay the foundation for understanding ethnicity and conflict in Kenya, the
present reseagch distinguishes itself by its targeted focus on how such conflict dynamics affect the socioeconomic

of women in Kapedo. This specificity offers an empirical contribution to the research objective and
helps filPboth a theoretical and temporal gap in the existing literature. By grounding the study in recent fieldwork
and focusing on a historically underserved region, this research contributes to a more nuanced understanding of
the intersection between gender, ethnicity, and conflict in contemporary Kenya.

A number of ethnically driven conflicts in Kenya have had profound implications for inter-community relations
and regional development. Notable among these are the long-standing disputes between the Sabaot and the Bukusu
in Bungoma, primarily centered on land and livestock, which escalated significantly from the 1970s onward
(Kakai, 2000). Similar tensions have been observed in Gucha and Migori Districts between the Luo and the
Abagusii, while at the Coast, political instability during electoral periods has frequently triggered violent
confrontations between the Mijikenda and migrant communities from other regions (Kiliku, 1992; Akiwumi,
1999).
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These documented instances of ethnic conflict provide an essential contextual framework for the present study,
which explores the intersection of ethnic conflict and the socioeconomic development of women in Kapedo,
Turkana County. While the insights from these studies align with the present research objective, notable theoretical
and methodological differences exist. For instance, many of the previous studies relied on broad survey
methodologies, whereas this research adopts a localized case study design to facilitate a more in-de d
context-specific analysis of women's lived experiences within conflict zones.

In Turkana County, Wairagu (2007) highlights the socioeconomic consequences of sustained cattl
Pokot community, which have driven many Turkana households into sudden poverty. Such dis
disproportionately affected female-headed households, which often struggle to meet basi
educational expenses. The resultant decline in school enrollment and retention, particularlyfamong girls, signals
a broader gendered impact of conflict that reinforces inter-generational cycles of disadvantage, Thig7observation
offers empirical validation for the present study’s objective of examining how protragged conflichhas historically
shaped women’s socioeconomic conditions in Kapedo from 1850 to 2010.
Ethnic conflict has also had transformative implications for gender roles and house
induced displacements, deaths, and disappearances disrupt traditional family
themselves in roles of primary caregivers and providers. The emergence
conflict environments reflects the broader social realignment that occ men are conscripted, detained,
killed, or otherwise absent due to violence. The resulting burden on wo re for children, the elderly, and
broader community members significantly amplifies their vulnerability§Simultaneously, the collapse of traditional
support mechanisms further exacerbates the challenges faced omen, eaving them exposed to insecurity,
economic deprivation, and limited access to institutional sypport ICEF, 2008).

A critical review of existing literature, both domestic andMaternational, reveals a notable paucity of historical
scholarship on the influence of conflict on women’s socio 1c development in Kapedo. Much of the extant

%?&m

Id ‘dyhamics. As conflict-
"women increasingly find
-headed households in post-

research has either focused on other counties in K of has been situated in entirely different geopolitical
contexts. Furthermore, these studies often ove plex interplay between patriarchal norms, conflict
dynamics, and state or non-state policy intervention§™[ he present study addresses this geographical and thematic
gap by examining the historical trajectory of women’s socioeconomic development in Kapedo, with specific
attention to the roles of cultural structur, texjmlc conflict, and policy frameworks.

Additionally, prior research has lar ed the precolonial period, thereby limiting our understanding of
long-term historical patterns. This{study responds to that omission by covering the period from 1850 to 2010,
thereby capturing a broader afidwmore\nuanced historical continuum. Moreover, while previous works have
explored women's roles in dent, few have engaged with how conflict, and formal or informal policy
responses have either fa€ilitatedwer/hindered their progress. In doing so, this study addresses a significant
knowledge gap in gender and conflict literature.

Finally, although vafiQus confli
deployed in res to, ethnic tensions in Kapedo, few studies have critically assessed the efficacy of these
i i I erous efforts aimed at promoting peace and stability, conflict remains endemic in the
1 effects on women’s socioeconomic advancement. This study, therefore, undertakes a

region, wi
compr S

emphasi mtersecting effects of conflict over the stated period.

MET OLOGY

This study employed a qualitative research methodology to explore the impact of conflict on the women’s
socioeconomic development in Kapedo, Turkana County. Given the complexity and sensitivity of the subject
matter, a qualitative research strategy was adopted, enabling a comprehensive and in-depth exploration of the
lived experiences of women in this remote and conflict-prone region. The research is anchored in both a case
study and a phenomenological design. The case study design facilitated a focused exploration of Kapedo as a
critical site of sociopolitical and economic marginalization, allowing the researcher to investigate various data
sources in depth and in context.

Concurrently, the phenomenological design was employed to interpret and reflect on the lived experiences of
women, particularly regarding how they navigate the multiple intersections of conflict.
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The case study design was deemed appropriate because it provided an in-depth lens through which the researcher
could analyze how conflict inhibit the socioeconomic empowerment of women in Kapedo. This design allowed
for a deep, contextual understanding of how localized dynamics—including persistent insecurity interact with
broader national development frameworks. By focusing on a single, well-defined community, the researcher could
immerse themselves in the local context, engaging with both formal and informal knowledge syste d
developing a holistic understanding of the phenomena under study.
Complementing the case study approach, the phenomenological design was selected to center the ex
voices of the women themselves. This design allowed for the exploration of subjective realiti
participants to articulate how they perceive, interpret, and respond to their social and economi i ents. By
prioritizing lived experiences, phenomenology served as a useful interpretative tool in reflegfing dg the emotional
and psychological toll that conflict and marginalization have imposed on women’s everyday
The research was conducted in Kapedo, a settlement located at the border of Turkan
region is characterized by historical underdevelopment, pervasive insecurity
primarily between the Pokot and Turkana communities. These factors combine to
study for exploring how conflict hinder the socioeconomic progress of : geographical isolation,
combined with frequent conflict-related disruptions, significantly congstfa en's access to education,
healthcare, and economic resources. This environment presents a uniquefo unity to understand how conflict,
affects marginalized populations in real and tangible ways.
iques: purposive and snowball sampling.
nd experience or deep knowledge

counties. The
ethnic clashes—

Sampling for the study was conducted using two non-probability tec
Purposive sampling was used to identify and select participantgmyho ha
of the challenges faced by women in Kapedo. This included wo administration, religious leaders and elderly
men and women with historical memory of the area. Theggyindividuals were selected based on their ability to
provide nuanced and context-specific information aligned e study’s objectives.

In addition, snowball sampling was employed to nd the participant pool beyond the initial group. This
technique involved asking selected respondentsg@yecommend other individuals who met the research criteria or
who had relevant stories to share. Snowball sampJiffg, was particularly valuable in accessing hidden or hard-to-
reach populations such as widows of conflict victims, survivors of gender-based violence, or internally displaced
women who had relocated multiple ti e 1@ insecurity. This method ensured that a diverse range of voices,
including those often excluded fro b ourse, were captured in the study.

The total number of participants inthe stud s approximately 45. This included 20 individuals who participated
in in-depth interviews, four f¢ roup, discussions (each comprising five to seven women), and several key
respondents drawn from the e%en and women and administration operating in the area. The diversity of
this sample enabled the r gather a comprehensive range of perspectives and ensured the robustness
and reliability of the findings.

ductedsdsing four main instruments: semi-structured interviews, a focus group discussion
tocol, and a document analysis guide. The semi-structured interview guide contained
ed to explore issues related to gender roles, access to resources, personal experiences
ctions with development programs. The flexibility of this format allowed participants to
, providing rich and textured narratives that went beyond superficial descriptions. Interviews were
istahili and the local Turkana language, with translation assistance where necessary, and were

omic development among women in Kapedo. The FGDs explored themes such as collective strategies
for coping with poverty and insecurity, women’s participation in decision-making processes, and local perceptions
of development interventions. These sessions were instrumental in illuminating the ways in which social norms
and power structures shape women’s experiences in a communal setting. They also served to identify points of
divergence and consensus among different groups of women.

Observation was used as a supplementary data collection method to capture real-time behaviors, interactions, and
social practices that might not be easily articulated in interviews or group discussions. The researcher spent time
in the community, attending public meetings, visiting marketplaces, and observing daily activities such as water
collection and childcare. The observations were systematically recorded using a structured observation protocol
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that focused on indicators such as women’s mobility, their involvement in public events, and their interaction with
local authorities and service providers.
Secondary data were gathered through a thorough review of documents, NGO reports, academic literature, and
archival materials sourced from local libraries and administrative offices. The document analysis guide helped
structure this review by focusing on the historical, policy, and institutional contexts affecting w ’S
development in Turkana County. This information was critical in linking micro-level experiences to médcro-lev
structures and trends.
All qualitative data—including interview transcripts, focus group recordings, field notes, and photOggap ere
systematically organized and coded. The coding process was both deductive and inductive. Initi d themes
were established based on the study objectives, such as "conflict." Subsequently, sub-thegfnes“wyere developed
inductively from the data itself, allowing the emergence of new insights and relationships.
The data were analyzed using thematic analysis, which involved identifying patternggand rec t ideas within
the data and grouping them into coherent themes. This method allowed the reseauCher®o copapare and contrast
narratives across different participants and to assess how individual experiences convi diverged depending
on age, marital status, economic background, or conflict exposure. Where a igital photographs were
used to support and visualize certain findings, such as the economic activi€ .
In addition to thematic analysis, a phenomenological interpretive process eiployed to engage more deeply
with participants’ personal narratives. This involved reflecting on t aning’s participants assigned to their
ited by those experiences. This layer of
iolence and marginalization—how

experiences, as well as the emotional and psychological responses e
analysis was essential for understanding the internalized impacgseof struc

women feel about their exclusion and how that, in turn, shape$ t ehavior and choices.
To ensure the credibility and trustworthiness of the dat ethodological triangulation was employed. This
included comparing findings from interviews, FGDs, o tions, and document reviews. Peer debriefing

sessions with local experts and stakeholders were ¢ cted to validate findings and ensure cultural relevance.

Where necessary, discrepancies were revisited clar through follow-up discussions. The use of digital

photography also enhanced data validation by pro g visual confirmation of certain claims and observations.

Ethical considerations were a central concern th ougliout the research process. Ethical clearance was obtained

from the relevant institutional review b% informed consent was secured from all partlclpants Participants
e t

were informed about the aims of the right to withdraw at any time, and the measures in place to ensure
confidentiality. Special precaution§ w

when dealing with sensitive topics such as sexual and gender-
based violence, and interviews wege conducted in private, safe spaces. Anonymity was preserved through the use
of pseudonyms, and audio ﬁle c ecurely stored to prevent unauthorized access.

Despite its strengths, the fe c olegy faced several limitations. Security concerns in Kapedo restricted access to
certain locations, limiting thé g graphlc reach of the study. Language differences and the use of translators may
have affected the d and nuahce of some responses. Additionally, given the cultural sensitivity of the subject
matter, some pagtici may have withheld information or provided socially desirable answers. Nonetheless,
these limitatigns \were mitigated through prolonged engagement, culturally sensitive facilitation, and the

nomic development in Kapedo. The integration of case study and phenomenological designs,
purposive and snowball sampling, multiple data collection instruments, and rigorous analytical

approachl not only foregrounded the voices and experiences of women but also situated them within broader
structural and policy contexts, thus laying a robust foundation for actionable recommendations and policy reforms.

RESULTS OF THE STUDY

The colonial period in Kapedo, Turkana County, ushered in a profound transformation of the region’s economic,
social, and gender structures. The formal introduction of colonial administration with the establishment of a
military post in 1919 marked the beginning of a disruptive phase for the traditional Turkana way of life. British
colonial policies fundamentally altered the economic landscape by promoting integration into a capitalist
economy, displacing indigenous subsistence practices with cash-crop agriculture and monetized trade. The shift
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to non-indigenous crops like cotton destabilized established communal land-use systems and eroded the socio-
economic balance of pastoralist livelihoods.
Women, who held key economic roles in precolonial Turkana society especially in the control of small livestock,
milk production, and domestic trade were disproportionately affected by these changes. The commodification of
livestock and the imposition of taxes stripped women of their economic independence and control over re
As men were drawn into wage labor, state projects, and colonial military service, women were left to s der t
burden of sustaining households under increasingly constrained conditions.
Colonial authorities further marginalized women by neglecting the provision of social services.
healthcare infrastructure remained limited or nonexistent throughout the colonial perio
independence in 1963, Kapedo had only two operational schools, severely limiting wo
education and development opportunities. Nonetheless, women displayed remarkable adap
informal economic activities such as brewing, petty trade, weaving, and charcoal pfoduction
families and community survival.
The militarization of society and male labor migration contributed to a redefinition o
access to colonial privileges through enlistment in tribal police and military r
in both public and private spheres. Women, excluded from such rolgs
responsibilities, exacerbating gender disparities.
Despite these systemic barriers, some women used the limited educati
out new forms of agency, including transmitting hybridized cultural kilowledge to future generations. Education
thus served as a subtle but significant tool of transformationgmalbeit in_a system that continued to uphold
gender inequality. Oral histories affirm that most women remai argely excluded from administrative power
and formal decision-making processes. In the final years of%olonialjrule, women in Kapedo began to participate
in the broader nationalist movement, although their roles often overshadowed by male figures. Still, the
adaptive strategies and resilience developed during’the, colonial era laid an important foundation for women’s
later involvement in community development ap@advocaey in post-independence Turkana.
Colonialism in Kapedo dramatically altered the soci nomic and gendered fabric of Turkana society. Traditional
systems of resource control, labor organization, and gedder relations were upended by capitalist and administrative
structures imposed by the British. Whil, n were absorbed into the colonial order, women endured systematic
marginalization. Yet, their adaptivegkes ranging from informal economic engagement to educational
pursuit—demonstrated resilience ed to the gradual transformation of women’s roles in the region.
The legacy of these changes co s toyshape gendered development outcomes in contemporary Turkana.
During this colonial period in
marked by deeply roote ahpractices, intensified by environmental and structural changes introduced
through colonial rule. One e central cultural practices that defined inter-community relations was cattle
lonial early anthropological narratives that dismissed raiding as mere lawlessness or
fact a culturally embedded institution. Among both the Pokot and Turkana, cattle raiding
ractical significance. It functioned as a rite of passage for young men, a system of wealth
ans of maintaining economic equilibrium in times of crisis such as drought or livestock

atl nd
time of

ngaging in
support their

n oles. As men gained
minance was reinforced
rther confined to domestic

Unities available to them to carve

1 land systems. These changes sparked disputes over vital pastoral resources such as pasture, land, and
water—tensions that were particularly pronounced in areas like the contested eighteen acres of Kapedo’s trading
center. The colonial administrative and legal frameworks did not accommodate indigenous systems of land
management, and in doing so, they exacerbated long-standing competition, leading to increased hostility and inter-
ethnic violence.

This competition for resources was further worsened by environmental stress. Recurrent droughts and ecological
degradation in the arid and semi-arid landscape of northwestern Kenya intensified the scarcity of grazing land and
water. The colonial-era dispossession compounded these pressures, creating a fragile environment where
traditional raiding practices escalated into more frequent and violent encounters. These cycles of conflict led to
displacement, retaliatory attacks, and widespread insecurity, eroding the resilience of local communities.
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Women bore the heaviest burdens in the wake of these disruptions. As colonial policies and ongoing conflict
eroded access to land and economic opportunities, women found themselves increasingly marginalized. Excluded
from formal economic structures and vulnerable to displacement, they were often left to manage households alone
as men were drawn into raids or died in conflict. The economic toll of livestock loss—central to pastoralist
livelihoods directly affected women’s ability to participate in milk production, trade, and food provision.
Furthermore, the breakdown of traditional security and kinship systems exposed women and chil 0
exploitation, abuse, and chronic poverty.

Despite these harsh realities, women in Kapedo demonstrated resilience and adaptability. In the ab le
providers, women took on expanded roles, including managing household economies, engaging in ve
activities like small-scale farming and firewood collection, and maintaining social cohesi i fraCtured

communities. In some cases, they even assumed informal leadership and decision-making r@les, dnderscoring the

dynamic nature of gender roles during times of crisis. These shifts highlight the unrecognize

strength women contributed to community survival.

Nevertheless the prolonged nature of the conflict led to w1despread social disint ratiog, Ingpeased numbers of
the unraveling of

ded impact of colonial

d, and struggling to recover.

traditional economic systems and the erosion of trust in public institutions.
dispossession and inter-communal violence left communities vulnerable, d€

e and contextualized approaches,
ed cycles of violence.
1900 to 1963 was not merely a product of

development efforts risk reinforcing the very inequalities that'su
In sum, the conflict between the Pokot and Turkana communities fr

cultural aggression, but rather a complex interplay of ial disruption, environmental degradation, and
structural marginalization. Women emerged as both rimary victims and unsung pillars of resilience in this
context. Their experiences offer vital lessons fi ilding\inclusive, equitable, and sustainable peace in northern
Kenya and beyond.

/7
DISCUSSIONS %
Colonialism and Women’s Socioec@nomic sformation in Kapedo, Turkana (1900—1963).The onset of colonial
rule in Turkana, particularly asgund the late 19th and early 20th centuries, marked a period of profound
transformation, driven by Bri % perial expansion during the Scramble for Africa. The establishment of a
military post in Kapedo i 9 signaled the formal penetration of colonial administration, simultaneously serving
military and commercial pu S.

imposition of cashgC iculture and monetized trade systems, Turkana communities were compelled to shift
from subsisfence herding to the cultivation of non-indigenous crops like cotton and groundnuts, thus destabilizing

communal = atterns and indigenous economic structures (Van Zwanenberg, 1975; Warren, 1980).
Colonfal 1 iSlation introduced individual land registration and tenure systems that clashed with Turkana’s
co ownership traditions, resulting in the alienation of vast tracts of land for settler, missionary, and

admtiistratrve use (Berman & Lonsdale, 1992). Consequently, dispossession and conflict over critical resources
such as'pasture and water became prevalent.

The introduction of wage labor further restructured socioeconomic relations. Colonial sauthorities imposed labor
obligations that drew local men into state projects, wage employment, or military service, fundamentally altering
the communal labor ethos and enhancing dependency on colonial economic structures. These developments
entrenched capitalist modes of production and redefined class and gender dynamics (Zeleza, 1989; Maxon, 1989).
Colonial disruptions extended to the Turkana social order. The imposition of alien governance systems and
attempts to co-opt traditional leaders into the Native Administration effectively reconfigured power hierarchies
and gender relations. As observed by Nyanchoga (2000), colonial strategies sought to dismantle existing
institutions and realign them within the colonial political economy.
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Among the most affected were women, whose traditional socioeconomic roles were undermined. While women
had significant agency in precolonial pastoralist economies—including control over milk, small stock, and
domestic trade—the commodification of livestock and taxation reduced their access to these resources (Soper,
1985). Economic pressures led to the erosion of women’s rights to livestock, undermining their contribution to
familial and cultural functions.

Colonial neglect of social services, particularly in education and healthcare, further disadvantaged
independence, educational opportunities in Kapedo remained minimal, with oral sources confirmi two
operational schools (Salome Emase, O.1., 2022). Despite these constraints, women adapted by engaging¥
trade, craftwork, brewing, and wage labor to supplement household incomes (KNA Reports 1
The colonial period also reshaped gender roles through militarization and labor migratio e
tribal police and military units increased their access to colonial privileges and power, reinforc
in both public and private spheres (Parsons, 1999; Hodgson, 2021). Women, often
structures, shouldered the burden of maintaining households and communities,

maje dominance
such formal
ing to informal

Education, though limited, served as a vector of cultural transformation.
colonial subservience, education allowed some women to negotiate n¢
transmit hybridized cultural knowledge to younger generations (Kanogo

y designed to reinforce
f agency, enabling them to

Nevertheless, systemic gender discrimination persisted, with opakhistori irming that most women remained
confined to domestic roles and lacked access to formal educatio administrative power (Mercy Ekaran, O.1.,
2022). The Dimension of Conflict in Kapedo Between thgRokot agd Turkana, 1900—1963 Prior to the onset of
colonial rule, early ethnographic accounts often dismisse of violence such as cattle raiding as driven by
material gain or conquest. Instead, these societies broadly characterized as inherently socialist in nature
(Eaton, 2008). Scholars such as Gluckman (19 DysofgHudson (1966), Lamphear (1976), and Turton (1979)
have interpreted cattle raiding as a cultural mecha central to the internal identity of ethnic communities. In
this view, violence was embedded in the cultural fabrig'rather than indicative of societal breakdown. Simonse and
Kurimoto (1998) further posit that the @ rin€ conflict between the Pokot and Turkana has its roots in each
community’s cultural worldview andgyalte[System.

The International Committee of th§Red Cross{ICRC, 2004) notes that raiding in precolonial pastoralist societies
was largely ceremonial and ened &s a rite of passage for young men. Beyond asserting bravery, it was a
critical means of wealth redi particularly in the aftermath of crises such as drought or livestock disease.
Among the Turkana a K® aditional raiding persisted as a normalized and valorized practice.
Anthropological analyses b lig (2003) and Muhereza (2005) reinforce the argument that such violence is
deeply rooted in cukttigal no while Ng’ang’a (2012) contends that Pokot raids were often undertaken to fulfill

Contraryto t! tive that sees warfare as deviant, Simonse and Kurimoto (1998) suggest that violence in some
societies cdn b structive force, serving essential socio-economic and psychological functions. This
perspegctine argd by Lamphear (1999), who argues that cultural checks and norms often prevented conflicts
from igg into uncontrolled warfare.

Th@primary driver of conflict between the Pokot and Turkana was access to and control over critical pastoral
resoutiges—=namely livestock, pasture, land, and water. Livestock raids were not only economic in nature but also
symbolized inter-communal hostility and contestation. Berger (2003) and Morton (2010) observe that
environmental stress, especially prolonged droughts in northwestern Kenya, intensified these conflicts by reducing
available grazing land and concentrating herders in ecologically fragile zones, thereby increasing tensions.

Oral testimonies corroborate that one of the principal triggers of conflict in Kapedo has been the competition for
grazing land and water, particularly the contested eighteen acres upon which the trading center sits. These cycles
of violence—cattle rustling, retaliatory attacks, and village raids—have led to significant casualties, widespread
displacement, and property destruction (Lokorikeju et al., 2023).

During the colonial period (1890-1963), broader shifts in gender dynamics exacerbated the vulnerabilities of
women. Colonial land policies and the prioritization of male-dominated cash crop economies eroded women's
access to land and economic autonomy (Hollader, 1979). In Kapedo,
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however, the sustalned state of conflict further marginalized women, who were largely excluded from formal
agricultural roles due to insecurity. The protracted dispute over the trading center’s land—rooted in competing
claims dating back to the 18th century—has deeply fractured relations between the Pokot and Turkana.

The conflict over limited natural resources significantly affected women, given their central role in pastoralist
households. Both communities depend on livestock for subsistence, trade, and social status. However, colonial

and postcolonial disruptions to land tenure systems heightened inter-communal competition over past d
water (Devine, 2016). These disputes frequently escalated into violent confrontations, driven by bot toric
grievances and present-day ecological pressures. Political manipulation, the spread of small arm te
variability have compounded these tensions (Devine, 2016).

As violence intensified, women bore the brunt of social dislocation. Raids necessitated mobility,

disrupting livelihoods and social ties while generating persistent psychological and emotigfial stgess. According
to the United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHCR, 2007), women and children constitut&the majority
of internally displaced persons, often facing exploitation and abuse in conflict zonés. The hological and
physical toll of displacement has been particularly acute, compromising access to h&altiiéare, safety, and essential
services.
Oral narratives emphasize that recurrent attacks have led to family separatiors, oding the institution of
the family (Joyce Erukudi, O.1., 2023). The economic impact has been egua . As men assumed defense
responsibilities or engaged in raids, women were left to manage deple ouschold assets and livelihoods.
Livestock losses directly curtailed women’s participation in subsistencetan arket-based economic activities,
such as milk production and trade.

To cope, women have undertaken labor-intensive responsibiljgies, includi athering firewood, fetching water
across long distances, and engaging in small-scale farming'to et reduced pastoral productivity (Everlyne
Namoru, O.1., 2022). This shift in responsibilities not only stiained pliysical capacity but also disrupted traditional
gender roles, placing greater economic pressure on, wom e breakdown of traditional economic systems
undermined household cohesion and community resilignce.

Despite these challenges, women demonstrated cyb ying crucial roles in maintaining household stability
and supporting community survival. During conflig€%hey managed scarce resources, provided logistical support,
and occasionally assumed decision-making roles insthe absence of men (Patricia Ekeno, O.1., 2022). These
adaptlve roles highlight the fluidity of  g¢ deéoles in response to crisis and the importance of recognizing
women’s contributions in conflict s '
According to Akiwumi (1999), tu 00 »2(008), and Eriksen & Lind (2005), the cumulative impact of conflict
includes widespread poverty, @ acemant, trauma, food insecurity, and the erosion of public trust. The death of

male household heads has alsofled t@)a rise in female-headed households, placing additional burdens on women,
who must now care for o age livestock, and navigate the complex socio-political landscape alone.

In addition to threatening national peace and governance, the persistent ethnic clashes in the Kapedo region have
severely undermine@\the social fabric, especially by increasing the number of widows and female-headed
households (Sa , 2022). These conditions have curtailed women's ability to contribute meaningfully to
socioeconomig dewelopment in the region.

CONCLU

This s 1s @ritically important as it provides a nuanced and historically grounded understanding of how conflict
and Gelontal legacies have deeply impacted the socioeconomic status and roles of women in Kapedo, Turkana
County§By tracing the roots of current challenges back to colonial disruptions and persistent inter-communal
violence, the study offers a comprehensive picture of the structural forces that continue to marginalize women in
this region. It sheds light on the multifaceted struggles women face not just as individuals but as central figures
within their families and communities.

One of the study's most significant contributions is its clear illustration of how conflict and colonial policies have
transformed traditional gender roles and family structures. The colonial administration’s imposition of new
economic systems, such as cash crop farming and taxation, diverted men to wage labor and military service,
leaving women to take on additional burdens in both agricultural and domestic spheres. These added
responsibilities strained women's time and energy, reducing their ability to participate in traditional subsistence
activities that previously supported household stability.
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Furthermore, the study reveals how ongoing conflict between the Pokot and Turkana communities manifesting in
violent resource-based raids—has forced women to prioritize physical safety over economic and social
engagement. The repeated loss of livestock, a cornerstone of rural livelihoods, has devastated household
economies, pushing women into insecure and sometimes exploitative labor
environments. These conditions not only compromise women's economic autonomy but also erode their tradit
status and influence within their communities.
The study also highlights the compounding effects of food insecurity, displacement, an
fragmentation—issues that stem from both historical and contemporary conflict dynamics. In doi
much-needed attention to the inter-sectionality of poverty, gender, and violence in rural Keny.
These insights are crucial for designing interventions that address root causes, rather thanaferely responding to
surface-level symptoms.
Importantly, the study does not stop at problem identification; it also offers actiondble recomimendations for
improving the security and socioeconomic standing of women in Kapedo. It empha§iz
es that without addressing the ongoing insecurity in the region, efforts to empower
development will remain ineffective. It calls on the government to take proac

a Kumi program is presented

strengthening law enforcement, enhancing security patrols, and equipping/polige

violence. Furthermore, the promotion of community-based initiatives like

as a practical and culturally sensitive approach to conflict resolution and public safety.

This study is vital not only for its historical analysis but also for its refevance to current policy and development
efforts. It provides a strong evidence base for understandin W en d conflict and colonial structures
continue to shape gender dynamics, and why security and stibl it prerequisites for meaningful socioeconomic

enjahd foster sustainable
"such as
ces to effectively respond to

change. By centering women's experiences and advocatifg, for tapgeted, community-driven interventions, the
study offers a road-map for addressing long-standing inequ and promoting inclusive development in Kapedo

and beyond.

REFERENCES ﬂ)
d

Archival Sources
Kenya National Archives (KNA). %). Turkana District annual reports: 1930, 1931, 1933. Nairobi,
Kenya.

Kenya National Archives (K (1926-1932). Turkana District annual report (Ref. No. DC/LDW/2/1/4).
Nairobi, Kenya.

Kenya National Archive

Kenya.

Books

Berman, B., & Lonsdale, J. M. (1992). Unhappy valley: Conflict in Kenya and Africa, Book one: State and class.
James Currey.

Brown, M. 2018y, Causes and implications of ethnic conflict. In M. E. Brown (Ed.), Ethnic conflict and
i i v (pp. 1-26). Princeton University Press.

55). The family herds: A study of two pastoral tribes in East Africa, the Jie and Turkana.
egan Paul.

7(1992). The scattering time: Turkana response to colonial rule. Clarendon Press.

J. P. (1995). Preparing for peace: Conflict transformation across cultures. Syracuse University Press.
Van Zwanenberg, R. M. A. (1975). Colonial capitalism and labour in Kenya, 1919-1939. East African Literature
Bureau.

Zeleza, T. (1989). Establishment of colonial rule: 1905 to 1920. In W. R. Ochieng (Ed.), Modern history of Kenya,
1895-1980. Evans Brothers.

Journal Articles and Book Chapters

Galtung, J. (1969). Violence, peace, and peace research. Journal of Peace Research, 6(3), 167-191.
https://doi.org/10.1177/002234336900600301

Kanogo, T. (2005). African womanhood in colonial Kenya, 1900-1950. Journal of African Cultural Studies, 17(2).

969-1974). National development plans (Ref. No. PC/2/1/40). Nairobi,




The CUEA Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Vol. 2 No. 1 (2025): ISSN 3078-3143 (Online)

~ THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
OF EASTERN AFRICA (CUEA)

AM.E.C.E.A
Consecrate them in the Truth

Lamphear, J. (1988). The people of the grey bull: The origin and expansion of the Turkana. Journal of African
History, 29(1), 53-67.

Ndeda, M. (2015). Women’s organizing for self-improvement in colonial and post-colonial Kenya: A historical
analysis. Pathways to African Feminism and Development: Journal of the African Women’s Studies Centre, 1(1)
Roth, R. (2008). The challenges of conflict resolution in Africa: The case of Cameroon-Nigerian border
(Vol. 160). LIT Verlag Miinster.

Shemyakina, O. (2011). The effect of armed conflict on accumulation of schooling: Results fro
Journal of Development Economics, 95(2), 186-200. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2010.05.0:
Stavenhagen, R. (1991). Ethnic conflicts and their impact on international society. Internati
Journal, 43(3), 117-131.

Taylor, J. Y. (2014). Talking back: Research as an act of resistance and healing for Africa fcan women
survivors of intimate male partner violence. In C. M. West (Ed.), Violence in the livesgf Blac en (pp. 145—
160). Routledge.

Conflicts among pastoralists in Eastern Africa and the Horn (pp. 33-53). Hei
Young, C. (1994). The African colonial state in comparative perspective. ¥4
Published and Unpublished Reports

Doornbos, M. (1991). Linking the future to the past: Ethnicity and
Economy, 18(52), 53-65.

Gulliver, P. H. (1951). A preliminary survey of the Turkana: A rt compiled for the Government of Kenya (Vol.
26). University of Cape Town.

Gurr, T. R. (1994). People against states: Ethnopolitical conflict and he changing world.

Kibunei, S., & Timaiyu, N. (2010). Impact of cattle rustl curriculum implementation in Tot Division of
Marakwet District in Kenya.
Kusimba, C. M. (1992). The declining signifi e of itional African women: Gender inequalities and the

plight of Kenyan women. Paper presented at the [ te of African Studies, University of Nairobi

Lederach, J. P. (1995). Conflict transformation in pgétracted internal conflicts: The case for a comprehensive
framework. In H. J. Giessmann & O. Rqper (E;é onflict transformation (pp. 201-222). Berghof Foundations
Nyamongo, G. B. (2007). Genderedgsile xual violence against women during ethnic conflicts in Kenya.
Asian Women, 23(4), 61-74.

Nyanchoga, S. A. (2000). His f soGio-economic adaptation on the Turkana of Kenya, 1850-1963 Doctoral
dissertation, Kenyatta Univers%

Nyang’au, S. M. (2019). S of the effects of ethnic conflict on access and participation of children in
primary education in Nak ty, Kenya Master’s thesis.

Nyukuri, B. K. (199%). The inapact of past and potential ethnic conflicts on Kenya’s stability and development.
Paper presented AID Conference on Conflict Resolution, Nairobi, Kenya.

75). Colonial capitalism and labour in Kenya, 1919—-1939. East African Publishing




